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A projection forms, too, in the shape of a spur on the posterior tracheal 
wall at the level of the wound. It cannot he the result of pressure, and is 
attributed by Stoerk to the remains of an especially intense inflammatory 
process at this precise place. It is of very firm consistence, and resists the 
action of thermo-cauterization much longer than the granulations anteriorly. 

The treatment of these conditions consists in first burning the granulations 
and callous projections away with the electric cautery, and then dilating the 
parts with the solid tin bougies and long tubes used in Schrotter’s method 
and its subsequent details. The bougies may bo inserted immediately after 
the burnings. Several cases are reported in detail which show the successful 
results of persistence in treatment for a series of months. 

PROLAPSE OF THE VENTRICLE OF MORGAGNI. 

PrzedborsKI (Gaz. LcL, Nos. 51 and 52,1888; Joum. of Laryn . and Min., 
April, 1889) reports two cases; one in a phthisical lady, cured by cauteriza¬ 
tion with chromic acid ; and the other, a multiple hernia in a man addicted 
to alcohol, cured by evulsion with forceps. 


DERMATOLOGY. 


UNDER T.HE CHARGE OF 

LOUIS A. DUHRING, M.D., 

raoruuwn or heematologt in the c.-urtiuuTT or r cknbtlvania ; 
AND 

HENRY W. STELWAGON, M.D., 

MUSICIAN TO THE ruILADCLMIU DlBPtNHART TOB SKIN MSEASES. 


Experimental Researches Concerning the Ringworm Fungus. 

The experiments mnde by Thin, and reported in the British Medical Jour¬ 
nal, February 23,1889, are both interesting and of practical importance. The 
experiments were made with affected hairs taken from ringworm patches. The 
experiments and results are given in tabular form, and have special reference 
to the influence and destructive effect exerted npon the vitality of the fungus 
by different substances. 

As an incidental experiment it was found that the fungus contained in 
hairs retained its vitality for at least eleven months alter being detached 
from the scalp. The next table discloses the fact that the trichophyton is 
sterilized by being placed in water seven days; the practical bearing of this 
experiment being that simple washing of the affected parts has absolutely no 
destructive effect upon the fungus. Olive oil, lard, and vaseline, even after 
the fungus had remained therein for a number of days, had no effect in check¬ 
ing the development of the fungus after it was placed in nutrient gelatine. 
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Ordinary soapsuds, after a comparatively short period of contact—thirty 
minutes or more—destroy the vitality of the fungus. This same result was 
much more certain, and in less time, when soft soap was employed. Contact 
with one per cent, acetic acid was found to sterilize the fungus, while with 
a one per cent, solution of sodium carbonate its vitality survived the contact 
for three days. Sulphur ointment, in quarter strength, was found to sterilize in 
less than two hours. Ammoniated mercury ointment was likewise destructive, 
but in a somewhat longer time than with sulphur ointment. Citrine ointment 
was somewhat more rapid than the ammoniated mercury salve. Soaking in 
croton oil for variable periods exerted absolutely no effect upon the subsequent 
development of the fungus. 

The conclusions to be drawn from these experiments are manifest. For 
example, the action of soap and water on the scalp, unless prolonged to a 
much greater extent than is at all likely, will not destroy the growth of even 
such spores as may happen to be living amongst the scales on the surface. It 
is also learned with definite certainty, what was fairly well understood on 
clinical grounds, that fat is not sufficient to destroy the vitality of the spores. 
Moreover, it is learned that an ointment which contains a comparatively small 
proportion of the ordinary antiseptic preparations that are used in the treat¬ 
ment of ringworm, is destructive to all the spores that come in contact with 
it, if the contact is at all prolonged, excepting, of course, the fungus that is 
deeper in the follicles than the ointment can penetrate. 

Mollgscum Costagiosum. 

In the past thirteen years Steiavagon bns met with (Journal of Cutaneous 
and Genito-urinary I/i/eascs, February, 1889) thirty-two cases of this disease. 
These were observed in groups or series: two groups of thirteen and twelve 
in a children’s home; a group of four cases in a children’s hospital; and a 
group of three cases in a private family. Such experience would, as the 
writer suggests, point toward a contagious origin ; and a study of these cases, 
and the cases reported by others regarding this point, seems to warrant the 
following: First, that the disease, while occasionally occurring upon covered 
regions, is practically seen either upon exposed parts or parts with which the 
hands must of necessity come more or les3 in contact, as the genitalia; second, 
that the disease is observed chiefly in children, and, as a rule, in children of 
the poorer classes; third, that while it is comparatively rare to meet with 
single cases, it is exceedingly common for the affection to be seen in groups 
or series, as in a family or in an institution; fourth, that in admitting its 
contagious nature, it must at the same time be acknowledged that apparently 
it possesses this property only in an extremely slight degree. 


Suddes Turning Gray of the Eyelashes. 

The case reported (University Medical Magazine, March 1889) by De 
Schveimtz occurred in a well-built, healthy brunette of eighteen yearn. 
The middle portion of the cilia of the right upper eyelid, and a number of 
those of the lower lid, turned white within a week. Both eyes were myopic, 
but otherwise healthy. No cause could be assigned for the change. The 
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case, the writer states, is exactly similar to that reported (Cenlralblatt fur 
praktieche Augenhcilk., January, 1888) by Hirschberg. 

On the Increasing Prevalence of Scabies, with Remarks 
upon Treatment. 

In a late number (February 14th) of the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal appears a paper by White, showing the increasing prevalence of 
scabies. Since 1881 there has been, as shown by the statistics of the service 
for skin diseases of the Massachusetts General Hospital, a gradual increase 
in the number of cases of this disease. This increase has been especially 
noticeable during the past five years; GS cases being recorded in 1884, and 
165 in 1888. The writer’s private practice exhibits the same proportionate 
increase. As to the plan of treatment advised, the author’s method is by an 
ointment containing the three most active parasiticides—sulphur, balsam of 
Peru, and naphthol, an application being made nightly for three consecutive 
nights. 

A Clinical Study of Alopecia Areata, and its Treatment. 

In the Medical Record of March 2d, Bulkley gives an analytical study of 
119 personal cases of alopecia areata. According to this analysis, the disease 
is much more common among those of the well-to-do classes, the percentage 
being 0.45 for dispensary practice, and 1.54 among private patients'. The 
writer thinks, and apparently with good reason, that this discrepancy is 
against the supposition of a parasitic origin, and favorable to the neurotic 
theory. Of the 119 cases, 78 were males and 41 females. The youngest 
patient was four and a half years old and the oldest sixty-nine; in the latter, 
however, several attacks in earlier life had occurred. The disease, according 
to the cases here tabulated, is relatively rare in the extremes of life. The 
largest number were observed between the ages of twenty and thirty, and 
almost as many between thirty and forty. As to the nature of the disease 
the author says: “From what ha3 preceded, it is readily seen that I believe 
in the nervous origin and nature of alopecia areata. I may say that I have 
examined a large number of hairs taken from patients with this affection, 
and also scales scraped from the surface, and have always failed to detect 
parasitic elements; and I may add that in no single instance has the disease 
been presented to me in a manner to show contagion, as occurs constantly in 
ringworm and favus, and no two of my cases occurred in the same family.” 

Treatment, the author believes, should be both constitutional and local, 
more stress being placed upon the value of the former. The general treat¬ 
ment should be tonic and invigorating, with especial reference to the nervous 
system. Locally, stimulation of the diseased areas by suitable applications 
should be advised. 

Accidental Rashes in Typhoid Fever. 

Excluding purpura spots, vibices, taches blenatres, and sudamina, which 
are not uncommon, Moore groups (Medical Press, Decembers, 1888; British 
Journ. Derm.., January 1889) the accidental rashes met with in typhoid fever 
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as: (1) Simple hyperemia; ( 2 ) miliary eruptions; (3) erythematous rashes; 
and (4) urticaria. His conclusions, based upon personal study, are thus 
stated: 

1. Not infrequently, in the course of typhoid fever, an adventitous erup¬ 
tion occurs, either miliary, urticarial, or erythematous. 2. When this happens, 
a wrong diagnosis of typhus, measles, or scarlatina, respectively, may be made, 
if account is not taken of the absence of the other objective and subjective 
symptoms of these diseases. 3. The erythematous rash is the most puzzling 
of all; hut the prodromata of scarlet fever are absent, nor is the typical course 
of that disease observed. 4. This erythema scariatiniforme is most likely to 
show itself at the end of the first or third week of typhoid fever. 5. In the 
former case, it probably depends upon a reactive inhibition of the vaso¬ 
motor system of nerves: in the latter on septiciemia or secondary blood- 
poisoning; or both these may be present together. ». The cases in which this 
rash appears are often severe, but its development is important rather from a 
diagnostic than from a prognostic point of view. 7. Hence no special line of 
treatment is required beyond that already employed for the safe conduct of 
the patient through the fever. 

[Is it not possible that many of these accidental rashes which have hereto¬ 
fore been considered somewhat confusing and obscure, may, in the light of 
our present knowledge, be looked upon as medicinal?—E ds.] 

Phthieiasis Palpebrarum. 

Dr Schweiritz adds another case {University Magazine, March, 1889) to 
the comparatively small number of cases of this condition on record. It waa 
observed at Dr. Norris’ eye service of the University Hospital, being the 
second case in an aggregate of ten thousand. The patient, a hoy of three 
and a half years, was brought for relief of the local irritation and itching. 
“On superficial examination, the borders of the lids appeared covered with 
many small, dark scabs, which upon closer inspection resolved themselves 
into lice, clinging closely to the margins of the lids. The eggs, darker in 
color, were fastened with great regularity along the roots of the cilia, and in 
many instances the parasites themselves were partially buried head-foremost 
in the hair follicles.” 
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The Agents most Effective in Lessening the Mortality-rate of 
Parturition. 

Galabin {British Medical Journal, March 1C, 1889) calls attention to a 
period in English obstetric science when sanitary improvements in space, 
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